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Name____________________________________________                                  Tutorial Group:  ___ 
 

COMMUNICATION SKILLS FOR TEACHERS (LANG/LIT SECONDARY) 

WRITTEN TEST PRACTICE 

 
Instructions 
 
1. This test comprises ONE writing task. 
2. This test has 9 pages. 
3. All the 9 pages must be handed in to your tutor at the end of the test. 
4. This test accounts for 30% of the total assessment on the module. 
5. You have 60 minutes to complete the test. 
6. Write about 300 words. Include your word count at the end. 

 

 
 
GRADE 

 
 

       Questioning lies at the heart of good, interactive teaching. Questions must be at the 
appropriate level, be of the appropriate types, and above all, be worded properly. 
Moreover, refining the art of questioning requires that teachers master techniques for 
following up on students’ responses or lack of responses. 

 
       You should be asking questions at all levels …. instead of at only the factual level, as many 

teachers tend to do. It is especially important that you ask more ….. (higher level) 
questions than is common practice. These questions give students the opportunity to 
think. 

 
Questions should be asked not just to assess student learning but to promote it.   

 
                  (Moore 2007, p 219, 224, 226) 

 
 
You teach in Evergreen Secondary School, a good neighbourhood school.  You are given a Secondary 
Four Express class that comprises students with above average English proficiency level. You plan to use 
an excerpt from The Importance of Being Ernest  by Oscar Wilde in one of your English language lessons. 
 
As a teacher who is receptive to new pedagogical findings and ideas, you would like to incorporate the 
suggestions and observation by Moore (2007) as stated above in an effort to make your lesson more 
engaging through effective questioning. 
 
Study the text given and write a brief exchange / dialogue for the last 20 minutes of a lesson. In the 
dialogue, use realistic teacher and student responses that illustrate a sequence of related   (1) questions 
and (2) questioning techniques that help your students understand the text in greater depth.  
 
Label the speakers in the left column. Also, label your questions and questioning techniques in the 
dialogue in the right column using the following question types and classroom questioning techniques. 
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TYPES OF QUESTIONS   
 
1. Product / Factual/ Display  

Questions with predetermined answers, and right or wrong answers. 
Convergent questions – allow for only one right response 

 
2. Process / Speculative / Predictive  

Questions that invite a response with no predetermined answers. 
Divergent questions allow for many right responses – dealing with opinions, 
hypotheses and evaluations  
 

3. Choice 
Questions that ask students to agree or disagree with the teacher's statement 

 
4. Metaprocess / Interpretative   

Questions that invite students to articulate their understanding of learning 
processes or explain thinking (metacognitive awareness) 

 
5. Procedural 

Questions which relate to the organization and management of the lesson. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
CLASSROOM QUESTIONING TECHNIQUES 
 
1. Focusing 

Focus attention on lesson / material to be discussed; motivate or arouse 
interest; check understanding; determine level of learning 
May be factual, empirical, productive or evaluative 
 

2. Prompting 
Use hints to help students answer questions / assist in correcting responses 
 

3. Probing 
Develop clarification; justify answers; develop critical awareness 
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TEXT 

Jack. Charming day it has been, Miss Fairfax. 

Gwendolen. Pray don’t talk to me about the weather, Mr. Worthing. Whenever people talk to me 
about the weather, I always feel quite certain that they mean something else. And that makes me so 
nervous. 

Jack. I do mean something else. 

Gwendolen. I thought so. In fact, I am never wrong. 

Jack. And I would like to be allowed to take advantage of Lady Bracknell’s temporary absence… 

Gwendolen. I would certainly advise you to do so. Mamma has a way of coming back suddenly into a 
room that I have often had to speak to her about. 

Jack. [Nervously.] Miss Fairfax, ever since I met you I have admired you more than any girl… I have 
ever met since… I met you. 

Gwendolen. Yes, I am quite well aware of the fact. And I often wish that in public, at any rate, you 
had been more demonstrative. For me you have always had an irresistible fascination. Even before I 
met you I was far from indifferent to you. [Jack looks at her in amazement.] We live, as I hope you 
know, Mr Worthing, in an age of ideals. The fact is constantly mentioned in the more expensive 
monthly magazines, and has reached the provincial pulpits, I am told; and my ideal has always been 
to love some one of the name of Ernest. There is something in that name that inspires absolute 
confidence. The moment Algernon first mentioned to me that he had a friend called Ernest, I knew I 
was destined to love you. 

Jack. You really love me, Gwendolen? 

Gwendolen. Passionately! 

Jack. Darling! You don’t know how happy you’ve made me. 

Gwendolen. My own Ernest! 

Jack. But you don’t really mean to say that you couldn’t love me if my name wasn’t Ernest? 

Gwendolen. But your name is Ernest. 

Jack. Yes, I know it is. But supposing it was something else? Do you mean to say you couldn’t love me 
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then? 

Gwendolen. [Glibly.] Ah! that is clearly a metaphysical speculation, and like most metaphysical 
speculations has very little reference at all to the actual facts of real life, as we know them. 

Jack. Personally, darling, to speak quite candidly, I don’t much care about the name of Ernest… I don’t 
think the name suits me at all. 

Gwendolen. It suits you perfectly. It is a divine name. It has a music of its own. It produces vibrations. 

Jack. Well, really, Gwendolen, I must say that I think there are lots of other much nicer names. I think 
Jack, for instance, a charming name. 

Gwendolen. Jack?… No, there is very little music in the name Jack, if any at all, indeed. It does not 
thrill. It produces absolutely no vibrations… I have known several Jacks, and they all, without 
exception, were more than usually plain. Besides, Jack is a notorious domesticity for John! And I pity 
any woman who is married to a man called John. She would probably never be allowed to know the 
entrancing pleasure of a single moment’s solitude. The only really safe name is Ernest 

Jack. Gwendolen, I must get christened at once—I mean we must get married at once. There is no 
time to be lost. 

Gwendolen. Married, Mr. Worthing? 

Jack. [Astounded.] Well… surely. You know that I love you, and you led me to believe, Miss Fairfax, 
that you were not absolutely indifferent to me. 

Gwendolen. I adore you. But you haven’t proposed to me yet. Nothing has been said at all about 
marriage. The subject has not even been touched on. 

Jack. Well… may I propose to you now? 

Gwendolen. I think it would be an admirable opportunity. And to spare you any possible 
disappointment, Mr. Worthing, I think it only fair to tell you quite frankly before-hand that I am fully 
determined to accept you. 

Jack. Gwendolen! 

Gwendolen. Yes, Mr. Worthing, what have you got to say to me? 

Jack. You know what I have got to say to you. 
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Gwendolen. Yes, but you don’t say it. 

Jack. Gwendolen, will you marry me? [Goes on his knees.] 

Gwendolen. Of course I will, darling. How long you have been about it! I am afraid you have had very 
little experience in how to propose. 

Jack. My own one, I have never loved any one in the world but you. 

Gwendolen. Yes, but men often propose for practice. I know my brother Gerald does. All my girl-
friends tell me so. What wonderfully blue eyes you have, Ernest! They are quite, quite, blue. I hope 
you will always look at me just like that, especially when there are other people present. [Enter Lady 
Bracknell.] 

Lady Bracknell. Mr. Worthing! Rise, sir, from this semi-recumbent posture. It is most indecorous. 

Gwendolen. Mamma! [He tries to rise; she restrains him.] I must beg you to retire. This is no place for 
you. Besides, Mr. Worthing has not quite finished yet. 

Lady Bracknell. Finished what, may I ask? 

Gwendolen. I am engaged to Mr. Worthing, mamma. [They rise together.] 

Lady Bracknell. Pardon me, you are not engaged to any one. When you do become engaged to some 
one, I, or your father, should his health permit him, will inform you of the fact. An engagement 
should come on a young girl as a surprise, pleasant or unpleasant, as the case may be. It is hardly a 
matter that she could be allowed to arrange for herself… And now I have a few questions to put to 
you, Mr. Worthing. While I am making these inquiries, you, Gwendolen, will wait for me below in the 
carriage. 

Gwendolen. [Reproachfully.] Mamma! 

Lady Bracknell. In the carriage, Gwendolen! [Gwendolen goes to the door. She and Jack blow kisses 
to each other behind Lady Bracknell’s back. Lady Bracknell looks vaguely about as if she could not 
understand what the noise was. Finally turns round.] Gwendolen, the carriage! 

Gwendolen. Yes, mamma. [Goes out, looking back at Jack.] 

      An excerpt from The Importance of Being Earnest: First Act, Part 2 by Oscar Wilde  
 
     Source: http://www.hoboes.com/FireBlade/Fiction/Wilde/ earnest/act1b/ 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Wilde
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Write your answer in the space provided below. 
 

Legends: 
T:   Teacher 
S 1 / 2 / 3 … :  Student 
Q:   Question types (e.g. Q: Factual) 
T:   Question techniques (e.g. T: Focusing) 

 
T: 
S1: S2:  … 

Dialogue Q: _______ 
T: ________ 
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End of Test 


